
 
 

 
 

SUN PRAIRIE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
5:00 p.m., Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Conference Room 
1350 Linnerud Drive 

 
1.  Call to Order, Roll Call  

Renk called the meeting of the Library Board to order at 5:22 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:      Patricia Harrington, Lisa Mohrman, John Murray, Rebecca 

Renk, Susan Young.    
Board Members Absent: Don Hooser, Dawn Marie Loos, Monika Van Rossum 
Staff Members Present: Carol Guenther, Tracy Herold  
Guests Present:  Julie Chase, Director of Dane County Library Service 

 
2.  Approval of Minutes from January 10, 2008 Meeting 
  

Motion:  To approve the January 10, 2008 minutes. 
Murray (1) Young (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       

 
3.  Bills Presented for Payment 

 
Motion:  To approve payment of the bills. 
Murray (1) Mohrman (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation. 

 
4.  Citizen Appearances/Public Comment 
 None 
 
5.Business of Board President 
 Renk reported that Eva Schultz, school district representative on the library board, has 
resigned.  Tim Culver, School District Administrator, will be asked to appoint another 
member for the board.  Susan Young has asked to leave the personnel committee.    
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6.  Staff Reports 
 Herold passed out copies of the completed 2007 audit.  Bill Burns’ preliminary report 
on carryover funds was included. The advertisement for bids on cleaning services has been 
getting good response.  There will be a pre-bid meeting on Monday, February 25.  All bids are 
due March 3, 2008.  

 
Motion:  To move item #13 up on the agenda 
Harrington (1) Young (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       
 

13.  Consideration and Discussion of Revised Dane County Library Standards 
Julie Chase explained some of the revisions and mentioned that the libraries in Dane 

County must approve them, preferably before the April elections.  Dane County standards are 
higher that other areas in Wisconsin.  The Sun Prairie Public Library currently meets those 
standards.   

 
Motion:  To approve the revised Dane County Library Standards 
Young (1) Renk (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       

 
7.  Committee Reports 

a.  Finance Committee  
The meeting scheduled for 4 p.m. today was cancelled because of no quorum. 
 
b.  Policy Committee 
Young reported that item #8 on this agenda will cover the staff survey that was 

discussed at their meeting.  The next meeting will be Thursday, March 6.   
 
c.  Marketing 
None 
 
d.  Friends 
They are working on their Open House, April 19, 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The massive 

donation of 10,000 books is keeping them busy.  The Friends are discussing having a larger 
book sale in the Community Room. 

 
e.  Foundation  

 Alice Hensen and Jeannie Farmer have been officers since the Foundation began and 
are requesting that new officers be elected.  Increasing the number of board members is 
favorable and they will try to add two new members every year.  The Book’n It Run is being 
planned for August 9th and will return to a road race instead of a cross-country run.  Co-chairs 
from Rotary and from Foundation need to be selected to plan the August event.  The next 
meeting is planned for Thursday, March 6.   
 
 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
8.  Consideration and Discussion of Staff Survey 

After much discussion, the Policy Committee decided that a survey isn’t needed at this 
time. 
 
Motion:  To table the project of a staff survey 
Young (1) Renk (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       
 

9.  Adjourn to closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1)(c) for 
consideration and discussion of Library Director’s year-end evaluation and 2008 Goals 
& Objectives 
 

Motion:  To go into closed session for consideration and discussion of this matter.  
Young (1) Murray (2) 
Aye: Murray, Young, Mohrman, Renk, Harrington 
Nay: None. 

 
10.  Consideration and Discussion of Process for Evaluation of Library Director  
 
11.  Return to open session for discussion and possible action regarding the closed 
session matter 
 The meeting reconvened into open session at 6:15 p.m.  No action was taken at this 
time.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
12.  Consideration and Discussion of 2007 Annual Report  
 Herold explained that other staff helped in completing sections of the report to the 
Department of Public Instruction.  She plans to share it with City Council.  In 2007 there was 
much staff turnover, but many things were accomplished.  Many reference items have been 
moved to circulation, the large print section has been moved, and much weeding of items has 
been done.  Childrens Services had approximately 17,000 in attendance at their programs. 
  

Motion:  To approve the 2007 Annual report to the Department of Public 
Instruction 
Harrington (1) Murray (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       

 
14.  Consideration and Discussion of Public Survey 
 Murray suggested a survey on the library’s website in addition to a paper version.  In 
the past Friends have helped with this type of project.  One of the ideas is to find out what the 
public thinks of the library and what they would like to see it become in the future.  Renk 
would like to have staff members come up with possible questions for this survey and it will 
be addressed again at another board meeting. 
 



17.  REFERRALS 
Item #15, Plan of Service and item #16, Board 2008 Goals and Objectives are being 
tabled until the next board meeting. 

 
18.  Adjournment 
 
 Motion:  To adjourn the meeting. 

Young (1) Mohrman (2) 
Motion passed unanimously by acclamation.       
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.   

 I hereby certify that the foregoing was action of the Library Board on the 14th day of 
February 2008.  
 
 

Rebecca Renk,  
Library Board Vice President 

 
    

Carol Guenther, 
Recorder 

 
Minutes approved at the March 13th, 2008 meeting of the Library Board of Trustees.

  


